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PART V

CROPS

Mg Jjor Lrops:

Because of specialization in livestock farming, dairying and poultry
raising, a major part of the cropland 1s used for growing feed crops, About
69 percent of the cropland in 1954 was harvested as hay and grass silage,
Another 22 percent was used for feed grains., liost of the feed crops are éone
sumed directly on the livestock farms, or are marketed in immediate localities
to dairy, beef, poultry and turkey producers, In 1954, .the 55,593 acres of
harvestecd cropland within Clark County were nlonted to the following crovs
lipted in orcer of acreage importance: hay and gress silage, oats, tree
fruits, muts and grapes, vegetables, barley, wheat, field corn and potatoes,

Cr op Trends

The crop history of any farming region reflects changes in marketing cone
ditions and methods of farming, Largely as a result of rapid population growth

Total Acres of Land Harvested, 1954
55,593 Acres

Barley 3e1%
—_—

L]
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Figure 10, Percent of Total Cropland in Leading Crops
Clark County, 195k, '
(Based on U.S, Census of Agriculture, 195L)
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in the inmediate trade area and changed morl-et outlets, Clark County agriculture

has changed since 1939 in types and amounts of crops and products produced,
Changed c¢rop patterns also result from farmers! experiments with various crops
and types of fsrming for specific markets,

Increased specialization in dalry, beef and poultry farming?haéicéﬁééd a

marked increase in certain forage crops since 1939,  Acreages of clover, timothy

and glfalfe hay, oats, barley and rye Have been inereased, The growing of.
;wheat, corn, potetoes, wild hay and odt hay has trended sharply devnmerd since
1939, - Wreat grown for cash sales dropped friom 1,510 acres in 1939 to only 480
o oAn 1985, - Field corn. cultivated for grain’ on 770 acres in 1939 was harvested
- from only 30 ecres in 1955, Wild hay dropped to only 1,050 tons in 195k, .A
- large drop:in potabo. acreage has:-occurred but yields per acre and production
have.been inoreased, = . . .- o A , L

., .- Specigliy. cash crops of berries and vegetables and nursgery products have
been expanded in recent years, while tree fruits and filbert nuts have been
decreased, Strawberry production was over four times greater in 1955 than in
1939, and blackberries and raspberries have geined greatly in ascreage:and prom

- duetions Commercial vegetables for the immediate urban fresh market and local

~- processors are now in greater production then in earlier years, being 3,140
acres in 195k compared with only 550 acres in 1939, Mursery ard greenhouse
procucts have gained considerably,: Prunes and filberts, specialties for which
Clark County has led the state since 1939, have declined sharply. Bearing

prune and plun trecs numbered less than 75,000 in 195k, whereas there were over

582,000 ia 190,

Hey and Silage Crops

Since early settlement the mo8ﬁ important crop from the acreage and one
faxrm use standpoint has been hay, All types of hay and silage have ranged

betwean a harvested area of 34,000 to 37,000 acres per year since 1939, Clover

and timothy are the'mo$gﬁcommon types, generally grown in mixture, Over 1,200
farms, or one~fourth of all the farms in Clark County, havvest clover and

timothy. In 1954 Clark County ranked fifth among Washington eounties in clover

and timotly acreage, About- 140 farms had a surplus for sale and over 3,000 °

tons were marketed locally in 1954, Clover and timothy reached a peak of 16,300
acres yielding a total of 29ﬁh00 tons in 19uL, ‘Thé.crop in. 1939 was .emallegtes

8,300 acres which produced 11,900 tohs, Soil conservation practices in recent

years and wsing rotgtions of clover and grain:have been factors in the increase

of clover hay,

Oats, and other grains, cut green for hay, is the second major type of hay
ranging between a high of 18,000 acres in 1939 and a low of 5,000 acres in 195
Crain hay was out by 2,000 farms in 1949 in contrast to only 630 in 195k, ine
dicating e sharp downward trend in putting up g¥ain hay,

Alfalfa hay has been gaining steddily as one of the major forage crops,
In recent years about 430 farms have been putting alfalfa up for feed and
another 1C0 procucers have been-selling a surplus totaldng about, 2,300 tons a
year.SSAlfalfa"acréage went up from 3,000 -ecres in 1939 to an estimated l,900
in 1955, LT
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Silege maling is a rapidly growing far practice to utilize green forage
erops-more efficiently and to lessen losses in hay quality from damp weather
at harvest time., Numerous farms have added silage cutters and installed silage

. pits and silos in recent years, There were 235 farms putting up silage in
195L, which was 100 more than emmerated in 1949, Silage was harvested from
3 i r i ) P acres in 1949,

Table 16,% Clover-Timothy Hay and Alfalfa Ha
Acreage, Yield and Productioh :

; Clark County, 1939~1955, -
@lﬁrﬁ&*f&afdv% ALFaLFs
Alfaifg hay / Clover and-Timethy Hay

Year | Acreage | 101 | piodnction Acreage | 1+%14 | production

(acres) (tons (tons) (acres) (tond (tons)

. per acre) per acre)
1939  8;300 1,8 14,900 3,000 2.7 8,100
190 | 9,200 1,7 16,000 3,300 2,8 9,220
1941 | 10,000 2,0 20,200 3,500 3.1 10,900
9h2 | 10,500 2,1 21,600 3,700 31 12,580
1943 | 10,700 1,9 20,400 1,300 2.7 11,610
9hk | 13,300 2,0 22,700 Ly 200 3.2 13,600
19L5 | 13,300 1,7 19,700 1,100 2.8 11,600
1946 | 11,100 1,9 20,600 3,900 247 10,600
19h7 | 10,500 1,9 20,000 3,600 2.5 9,100
1948 | 11,200 2,0 22,100 ' || 3,800 3,0 11,300
- 9o { 11,200 1.6 17,800 3,300 3 75700

1950 | 10,000 2,1 21,000 3,600 2.4 8,600
1951 | 11,800 1.5 17,700 3,800 2.0 7,600
1952 | 10,800 o9 9,700 11,000 3¢5 11,000
1953 | 14,100 1,8 25,400 4,800 2.2 10,700
195 | 165300 1.8 29,400 L,600 2,6 11,900
1955 | 15,800 1.8 28,300 1,900 2.6 12,700

Source: U,S. Dept, of Agric,, AMS, Estimates
Division, State of Washington, 1939-1955,

Oats, Other Small Grains and Corn

Grass and legume feed crops are supplemented heavily in Clark County by
threshed oats, berley, wheat and field corn, These grain feeds are highly ime
portant to the dairy, livestock and poultry industry. Olark County leads all
other western Washington counties in produetion of barley and field corn silage
and it is second in wheat and fourth in ocats,

Oats is the most important grain crop, being grown by nearly one~fourth
of the farms in the county., Oat grain acreage has ranged betwsen 8,200 and
10,600 acres per year since 1939, In recent crop years nearly 170,000 bushels
of threshed oats have been sold in the local and regional grain market,

Barley ranks second in acreage and production among the small grains, About
150 farms harvested barley and the acreage has moved upward fram 740 acres to
24110 acres since 1939, Nearly one~half of the mroduction is sold on the feed
grain mariet, over 25,000 bushels being marlieted DPEr year,
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Yoble 17.~ Wheat and Oats: Aercage, Yield and Proc‘uction

Clark ﬂoﬁnﬁy’ 1030195

\i‘L

" KIY Wheat j Uets (for mrain)

Year | Acreoage (Bzzgégs Prnduetinn Agreage (gﬁggégs Procducetion .
- (a?res) per Bore) (bushels) {acres). per seve) (bushels)
1939} 13510 25,0 | 37,750 | 8200 | 36.5 299,300
19§§ 1,400 %%7'9" A _zs,ooo. g, 500 3340 uzag 200
19 1»309 ~{% 30,0 39,000 \ i 0,800 | 3740y ~ | 325,600
. ashke | L;hho i 3.0 | L8 960-3Q5”g, 00" | = Kkl 118,000
1903 - 3h0 £ 33,5 11,100 . | 95700 46,0 Lh6, 200
19hh 10 26,7 4 11,730 - | 20,500 h3.0 h51,500
195 6o | 26,2 12,070 8 900 36,0 320,000
1946 500 26.8 13, hoo 8 4200 Lo.Q - 328 000
19L7 600 27,9 | 16 730 - 8 200 L2,0 3hh,hoo
1948| 500 | 29i | 1680 | 9,500 33,0 313,500
1949 | 1,080 25,1 | 27,120 8,800 | 38,0 33k, 400
1950 620 2hh | 15,140 9,100 38,0 36,000
1951 680 23.5 15,990 10,500 .| 37,0 388,500
. 1952 670 | 26.6 - 17,790 9,100 L5.0 109,500
1953. 190 20.h 3,870 9,100 Ly,0 | Loo,Loo
1954 590 | 24,8 1,620 10,400 37.0 392,200
1955 180 | 29,2 1h,01o - 9,600 49,0 h?c,ooo

Source:  U.S.D.hs, s AMS, Agric, Lstinetles Dlv:.s:wn
State of Washington

Table 18,~ Spring Wheat and Winter Wheat
Clark County, 17391955

T Snrine Wheat Wintcr Wheat

r-—ﬁ—ra o -
Year | Acreage (bgzslgﬁs Production | Acreage (bﬁgﬁégs Produetion
(acres) P "»(bus_h'elﬁi) ({acr.es)v er acre) (bushels)
1939 { 140 16.6 2,330 || 1,370 | 25,9 35,420
ko 200 15,0 3,000 1,Lh00 17,9 25,000
9411 150 28,0 - Ly200 1,150 30,3 34,800
19421 100 | © 30,0 1 73,000 § 1,340 | 3h.3 45,960
1943 80 20,0 1,600 ; 260 37,7 94800
1okl | - 260 21,9 o 3,500__ . 200 | 29,4 8,230
L5 | 200 22,0 cl, oo I 260 | 29,5 7,670
k6| 190 22,1 4,200 310 30,0 9,300
947 170 20,0 3,400 130 31,0 13,330.
A9L8 | 80 18,5 1,480 420 | 31,4 13,200
C19ko | 280 24,0 6 720 800 25,5 - | 20,400
19501 Loo | 26,3 ] ‘10, Y800 || 220 | 21,0 - L,620
1951 360 255 9,690 300 21,0 6,300
- 19521 300 | 26,0 7,800 370 | 27,0 9,990
19531 Lo 18,0 720 150 21,0 - 3,150
‘195L | 110 | 26,0 2,860 L8o | 24,5 11,760 :
19551 210 + | 23,0 I, 830 270 3460 - 9,180

Source: U,S5.,Dud., 4MS, figric, Estimates Divislon
wtate of Washington
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Table 19,~ Barley and ﬁye:
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veoy
L

Acreage, Yield and Production

Clark County, 1939-1955

o ot e

Baviiay R Rye
-y R Yield B aai Yield
+ Yemr | Acreage 9 froduction [ AcTerge froduction
(acres) (2;522;2) (bughels{ (acres) _é;;iggiz) (bushels)
1939 740 2li,0 17,760 100 17,0 | 1,700 .
1940 860 700 23,220 70 1,5 1,015
skl | -970 30,0 29;100 180 12,k 2,240
19h2 | 1,180 33.0 38,940 170 960 1,5,0
1943 | 1,120 32.0 35,840 50 13,0 650
19&h' 930 27,0 34&hJ0 10 lﬁao lhO
1945 920 35,0 32,200 10 22,0 220
1946 8Lo 39.0 32,760 10 21,0 210
b7 950 32.0 30,400 Lo 19,0 760
148 | 13130 32.0 36,160 110 22,0 2,420
1949 | 15300 30,0 39; 000 80 18,8 1,500
1950 | -13430 .| 35.0 : g»,u, 60 1heT 880
1951 1 400 33,0 462200 50 25,0 1,450
1952 | 13250 35,0 i3y 750 1Lo 15 " 2,030
1953 -1;610 32,0 51,520 110 13,2 1,&50
195L | 1,850 310 57,350 90 3260 2,830
1955 | 2,110 | 38,0 80,-80 120 25.0 3,000
“Sources U.S.DeA., AIS, Agric, Lstimates Division

Table 20,~ Corn and Pctatoes:

State of Washlngton

Clark County, 1939~1955

Acreage, Yield and Production

1952
1553
1954
1955

Iieid Corn (tor grais An) L i/ I

b- e 4 v e

Acreage
(acres

brded
fa

620
L70
340
240
o
90
90
120
110
190
180
100
70
20
20
30

| per_uure)

SRnfL SRS R,

ieid
{buzhcl

_____ __Potatess

Y!G;d -

Prodaciion | Acreage (4ens Production

(teas) {gcres{ pei sre) (tons)
22,750 | L;hn bl 5,770
21,700 | 1,500 3:8 8800
15,040 | 15%60 3.9 5,500
8,330 1,000 Lis0 h 000
1‘,040 *800 Lok 3\500
3,840 650 3.2 25100
3,780 800 Ly 2,700
3,690 760 5.0 - 33500
4,920 Leo 649 2,750
11,500 700 5e7 k; 600
6,850 800 b2 Ly 950
7;150 750 Ly 3,050
2,500 - 750 Lo9 3,700
2,030 550 728 1,300
840 550 th h,600
930 520 10,6 5,500

1/ Does not Tnclude fleld corn cut green for silage,
UsS,Duka, AMS, Agrie, Estimates Division
State of Washington

Source:
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Wheat was an important pioneer crop in Clark County;‘ However, it hes

declined from its former position in the 1920%s and 1930's, There were less
than 100 procducers in 195} and the crop wes grown only on small fields, All
wheat -in the county totaled only 590 acres. Two~thirds of the recent anmual
crop of less than 15,000 bushels was spring wheat. Most of the crop is con-

sumed loczlly as feed grain or grein hay on poultry and livestock farms,

Field corn and rye are other minor grain feed crops, Corn for grain hos
dropped off considerably, with only 30 acres being harvested in this manner in
1955, Since 1950 nearly all field corn has been cut as silage, Most field
corn is consumed as silage, fodder and grain on farms where grown, A small
anmual crop of rye is ancther locally consumed forage crop. Rye acreage has
fluctuated betueen 10 acres and 180 acres in 1941,

Potatoes

As @ popular pioneer food crop for local use and as a commercial crop,
potatoes.have decreased about two~thirds in acreage and nearly half in pro-
duction since 1939, Yields, however, have been more than doubled, In 1954
over 750 farms in the county grew potatoes for home use and sale, About k,L00
tons or £2,000 hundred-pound sacks were produced, most of which were consumed
locally cr fed to livestock, Competition in the Portland market with potatoes
from irrigated areas of eastern Washington and Oregon has contributed to the
decline. A few commercial growers still utilize the rich flood plain islands
in the Cclumbia River, Yields per acre have been greatly increased by use of
fertilizers and insecticides, Production varies sharply because in some years -
the Columbia River floods the alluvial botitoms where commercial. potatoes are
grown, Euch of the production is in early notatoes,

Tree Fruits and Filberts

Clark is the 1ead1ng orchard growing area of western.washungton. It leads
all Washington counties in filbert production and was the second ranking pro-
ducer of plums and prunes in 1954, The totel county acreage of 3,046 acres in
orchards with more than 20 trees is sixth highest in the state, .

Clark County has long bsen noted as an arez specializing in Italian prunes
for the canning market, In 1954 there were 025 farms growing plums and prunss,
Small and large orchards are distributed over the sloping land overlooking the
Columbia River and the higher terraces of the lashougal, Lackamas, Salmon Creek
and Lewis River Valleys, Prunes and plums far outnumber other fruit Bpeeiea such
as apples, pears and cherries, The number of bearing prune and plum trees has
dwindled sharply since 1940 and new plantings are few compared with the rate of
planting belfore 1930, There are two general causes of decline, One has been
the residential expansion of the Vancouver area into surrounding orchard dise
tricts which had mumerous commercial prune orchards, A second reason has been
the replacement of prune trees with specialty field crops, berries and vegetables
which vield a greater net cash return per acre,

Other deciduous tree fruit orchards have decreased since 1930, Apples,
pears, cherries and peaches planted intermixed in small home-use orchards were
at their :reatest extent between 1900 and 1930. As the commerdal tree fruit

PNV TITR
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industry began to concentrate in the irrigated valleys of eastern Washington,

C : ed, ex T prunes, Host
orchards remaining today are non-comrercial,
Table 21,~ Bearing Fruit Trees and I'ilbert Trees
Clark County, 1890=195L,
Ty Humbers of Bearing Trees_ —
car Apples | Cherries|; Pears es & Plums| Peaches || Filberts
1890 26,918 |1 2,560 || L2l 13,074 1,595 o
1900 125,478 || 20,651 || 22,740 135,186 7,188 ~—
1910 104,374 || 9,052 | 17,153 387,9k2 3,275 -
1920 100,79% | 10,235 | 17,016 507,762 6,368 L, 227
1930 55,305 || 9,289 i 20,629 865,405 li,238 2l, 128
1940 425751 || 20,892 i 26,36l 562,538 7,703 91,457
1950 22,892 || 7,395 | 17,258 98,177 8,967 || 108,59
195 1/ | 13,592 | L,799 | 16,57k 72,293 55 7h6 84,538

1/ 1954 fibures are for trees in orchards of 20 trees or more,

Sources: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop and
' Livestock Reporting Service, U.S5.D.A, and
Wash, State Dept, of Agric., Cooperaiing, 1952,
U.S, Census of Agriculture,

Table 22,~ Prunes and Plums: IHumber of Trees By Variety
and By Year of Planting.
Clark County.

Year Number of Italian | Number of Plum
or Period Prune Trees Planted | Trees Planted
1920 or before 132,720 50
193041921 13,400 .5
1935~1931 9,400 5
191:0~1936 - 3,630 5
1941 5 -
1942 - ovem
1943 - 10
19111‘, - 5
19kL5 e -
1946 1,875 o
1947 55 . e
19,_',8 - Yo
Total trees planted 191,085 8o

Source: lashington Tree Fruits, Washington Crop
and Livestock Reporting Service, USDA and
Vashington State Dept, of Arric.,

Cooperating, 1952,
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Taple,23.— Prunes and Plums}LfTﬁééé'of Dearing Aée‘apdquddnqtibn;w
T Clark County, 10901955 | col

Year | Bearing Trees| Year Prﬁgg;:%on |
. 28901 13,047 | 1889 283 R :
1900 | 435,186 .| 1899 | -89 . . |

1910 387,942 | 1909 | 16,887
1920 1. 507,762 1919 | 11,058
1930 865,405 | 1929 | . 29;266
1940 | - 562,538 1939 | 10,694
1950 1 98,177 | 1949 | 2,678
1955 | ° 72,293 | 195k 1,786

Source: Washington Tree Fruits, Washington
Crop and Livestock Reporting Service, .
USDA and Wash, State Dept, of Agric., 1952,

Clarl County became the state'’s leading filbert growing area between 1920
and 1950, By 1950 Clark County had 1,312 growers managing a total of 108,000
bearing trees, nearly half of all the filberts in Washington, Several cone
ditions were responsible for the sharp decline after 1950, Severs freszing
weather in the winter of 194950 and again 4in the fall of 1955 damaged and
killed a large nmumber of trees. Increased competition with imported filberts
from Mediterranean countries caused price declines, A survey in 1955 of the
Oregon and Washington Tilbert industry showed a sharp drop in Clark County as
well as in the Oregon counties, ;/ Clark County orchards went down to 77,000
trees, grouers decreased to 700 and production was dowm to 69h3000 pounds, .
Thﬁ acreage in filbert orchards was:down to 832 acres compared with 1,847 in
1949, ’ ' ‘ -

Vegetables

Beirg located near major urban markets, some valley farms in Clark County
have beer increasging crops of fresh and processor vegetables, Vegetables harm
vested for sale went up from L50 acres in 1949 to 570 acree in 1954, In the
latter year there were sbout 80 commercial growers whose total sales of come
mercial vegetables exceeded $223,000, There hes been a recently expanded
producticin of green snap beans for -processors in Vancouver and Portland. Green
beans became the largest commercial vegetoble crop in 195L, with 28 farms
specializing in this orop, Leadirng truck crons which have varied from year to
year included the following in 195L: snap beans, 175 acres; lettuce, 130;
cabbage, 60 2nd cucumbers, 50, Other minor vegetobles include sweet corn,
asparagus, tomatoes, onions, green peas, carrots and rhubarbe

OF B o dr Em ER S R EE BT Mm S R MR SR AR BE ER T TW S M R B8 GR e = AR e e vw R BR s ar Am pa AR am e

1/ USDA, AMS, Agric, Estimates Division, Oregon Ixperiment Station, Filbert
Control Board, Oregon Filbert Commission, cooperating, "Report of 1955
Filbert Tree Survey" (mimeographed). Released Ly USDA, Aﬁf‘b‘e'c."a',“ 1955, .
306 U,5. Court House, Portland, Oregon, ‘
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Cuéﬁmﬁers énd Lettuce
Clark County, 19L0-1955

S —— ——— -

onep beans Cabbage Cucwibers | Lettuce
Year Prod, Prod, Prod, Prod,
Agres (tons) Aeres (tons) Aores (tons) Acres (tons)

9h0 1/ ~ i Lk | koo Y | = | 200 {1,175
W1 - ~ Lo 380 ~— - 2ko | 1,125
W2 | .- . 30 200 —~ - 175 | 1,175
1943 | - - 70 350 - - 140 890
19y | - L5 200 -— o~ 80 550
R ] 75 | - 80 | Lho
U6 | - - 25 125 -~ - 135 655
1947 1 - —~— 20 100 -~ - 155 | 825
1948 5 10 20 105 150 | 525 190 {1,350

1949 5 10 20 100 160 | 675 195 | 1,575
19501 10 20 10 65 70 | 350 200 | 1,700
1951 | 150 | 600 15 75 100 | 500 170 {1,175
1952 75 | 150 LS 235 75 | 375 205 {1,350
21953 | 100 | )20 50 300 50 | 200 135 900
1954 | 200 {1,200 60 500 100 | 350 130 900
1955 | 170 {1,200 55 720 60 | 20 f| 100 koo

1/ Hot available prior to 1948,

Sources U,S. Dept, of Agriculture, AlS, Agric, Estimates
Division, State of Washington,

Berries

Clark County is one of Washingtonl's leading berry growing areas, Prow
duction has expanded considerably in recent years, led by strawberries,
ragpberries and blackberries, total commercial berry acreage reached approx-
imately 1,500 acres in 1955, In that year Clark County ranked fourth among
Washington counties in strawberry production, was fifth in red raspberries,
first in blecl: respberries and second in Boysenberries, Among all Upited
States counties, Clark ranked 22nd as a producer of strawberries,

Mainly in small fields cultivated by over 250 growers, strawberries are
the main cash berry crop, They are sold on thefresh market and to freezing
processors in the immediate urban area of Washington and Oregon, Strawberry
growing has increased steadily since a low point of 350 acres in 19hh, Vire
tually all plantings are Marshall and Northwest varieties, Yields have ranged
between 1 to nearly 3 tons per acre;, varying with weather conditions, Fxw
tremely cold perieds in 1949 and 1955 caused dowmrard fluctuations in produce
tion, :

With the exception of loganberries, all other typese=blackberries, raspe
berries, Boysenberries and blueberries--have been increasing recently, Black
raspberries, harvested from 100 to 75 acres per year, are a distinctive
specialty sold to the jam and jelly industry and to processors who make vegew
table stains used by meat inspectors and cheese grzders,
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Clark County, Washingbon

Table 25+~ Berry Crops:

-and Boysenberries
Clark County, 19L0-1955,

Strawberries, Blackberries

~ Source:

-

’ - Yeap  Strawberries .| Tame Blackberries qugenb_-riggrzv
L Aeres | Tons || Acres Tong [ Acres | Tons
190 | 700 84O 5 10 Lo .70
1941 | 6501,200() 10 30 |- 60 90
1942 600 9004 10 30 70 .90
19434 Lso| 685 20 - 50 59 120
9k | 3501 300 50 150 L5 - 100
9hs 1 L2si so0ft Lo -] oo 50 110
1946 LSO| 750 60 | 150 § 50 | -115
19471 600} 500 75 7 150 Lo 1.00
19h8 ] 650 {1,200 100- | 180 - 40 90
19k9 | 6501|8004 125 200 || -4o 80
1950 | 600 750 125 90 30 25
1951 750 950 150 300 - Lo 60
1952 | 700 | ;400 | 100 385 25 . Lo
1953 [ 750 13h00_ 125 175 15 15
©195L4 ¢ -900 | 1,950y 125 | 390 35 36
1955 1,000 | 2,900 4 125. - 1480 30 | 3
Source: U.S, Dept. of Auric., A¥S, Agric.
E-*a.ratea uxvd.um‘ou, State of Hashington
Table 26,4~ Berry Crops: Raspberries
Clark County, 19401955,
e o e e i
Yooy hied Raspberries | Black Raspberries
< Acres | Tons - Acres | Tong
1940 100 | 225 - 20 | 3%
19kl 7517120 20 | 30
- igh2 120 - 150 20 | 35
9k31 100 | 150 35 60
1944 130 | 120 25 | 20
1945 10 | 250 15 | 29
e R 11 200 | 325 . 30 L0
1947 300 | Lhso - Lo | 60
1548 350 [-500 70 1200
19L9 | - Loo | ko5 100 | 100
.1950) - 300 | 250 - 75 | 60
19651 . 200 | 300 100 | 170
<1952 0125 - 378 100 {160
1953 125 | 175 90 | 110
195 250 | 350 90 | 125
. 1955 250 L 500" 75 | 1ho
u,S8, Dept. of Agrlc., AMS, Agrlc.

Estlmates DlVlSlon, State of washington |
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In 1950 Clark County renked fourth in Washingbton mint oil production,
However, the groulng of peppermint and spearmlnt orops from whlch mint oils

R

troduced in the 193019 en the river flood plalns along uhe ”ﬂ Lmb¢a, By 19&0
there were six prowers with a combined acreage of L8 acres which yielded a
total of 2,140 pounds c¢f oil or abcut L3 pounds per acre. By i%50 where were
nine growers producing 20, 750 pounds of o0il from a techal of hOO acres, De-
cline started in the 1050'8 as a result of horticultural proiiems and disease
infestations in mint fields, Production continued to shift we the irrigated
Yokima Valley lands, By 1954 the mint acreage was down to 105 acres and oil
production vas dovm to 6,000 pounds compared with h22,000 pounds distilled in
Yakima County,

Field Seed Crops

The growing -of clover, alfalfa and fescue seed has been an expanding
specialty, Since 1950 growers have inecreased to over 15 ard tuial acreage
in these and other field seed crops has gone up from 330 acis3 +9 50, Red
clover and fescue are thz muin seed cropms, As producers of ricver seed the
growers of Clar!: Gountj harvested a totol of 26,000 pounds from 230 acres in
1954, rankln; fifth in “he state,

Nursery and Greenhouse froducts: Flowers, Bulbs and Flants

There has been a racent expansion in nursery and greenhouse production,
With a larger urban market and an increased rate of local residential con-
struction, the demand for plants and flowering ornamentals has greatly in-
creased., The countyl!s nursery and florist industry in the Portland market
area has expanded to twelfth rank in Washington State., Nursery operations
and sales doubled betwaen 1949 and 195, Greenhouse businesses and total
greenhouse space are nearly double that of 1939,

Table 27.~ Horticultural Specialties: Nursery Products, Greenhouse
ProCucts, Flowers, Plants, Bulbs, Seeds, kushrocms and
other Special Flants,
Clark County, 1939-195h,

Mursery Products { Flowers and flowering plants, bulbs and seeds;
(shrubs, trees and | vegetables, vegetable seeds, plants, mushrooms
Census ornamentals) grown in fields and under glass for sale,

Year © o X Greenhouse space
Acres |Sales from| Acres in (square feet

Planted|Nurseries || open fields under glass)

Sales from farms
during the year

1939 8 3,379 ~ 8o 35,56h $ 59,151
L 14 - —

1949 1 521, 075 12 5!.;,031 qlhO u78
1954 61 957 ,09% ] 16 - 63,364 $ 70,961

17 To Census date are available for 10Llie

Source: U,S. Census, Agriculture,



